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Workers and Employers  
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Regional Development Australia Mid North Coast (RDAMNC) acknowledges the NSW Parliament's Modern Slavery 
Committee report, Modern slavery risks faced by temporary migrant workers in rural and regional New South Wales, into 
temporary migrant worker exploitation, tabled this month, and supports its recommendations. Of particular importance 
is the call for stronger legislation and licensing of labour hire agencies in NSW. 

Industry and workers alike need confidence that labour hire providers are meeting proper financial, monitoring and legal 
standards. The Mid North Coast relies heavily on a migrant workforce across healthcare, agriculture and hospitality, and 
RDAMNC values the contribution these workers make to our economy and our communities. Fair conditions for workers 
and clear, consistent obligations for employers support both. 

The evidence before the Committee points to the conduct of several unscrupulous operators rather than to entire 
industries.  Reputable employers across the Mid North Coast, some of whom report being undercut by non-compliant 
operators, stand to benefit from a licencing scheme that lifts the standard of entry to the market and protects the 
reputation of the region’s industries.   

The Mid North Coast is home to expanding primary and service industries that support essential goods and services to 
communities across the country.  The Committee’s report identifies exploitation risks in sectors of this kind.  A well-
regulated labour hire sector, accompanied by strong enforcement powers, helps keep supply chains strong, reliable and 
free of exploitation, and addressing these risks supports the long-term, sustainability and social licence of the industries 
involved.   

"Every worker on the Mid North Coast deserves a workplace built on fairness, safety and respect. This 
region relies on migrant workers across many industries, and their contribution to our economy and 
social fabric matters. So does industry, which employs our people and sustains the communities we call 
home. Both deserve confidence that their rights are protected. A labour hire licensing scheme that 
safeguards employer and employee rights delivers that confidence." 

Dr. Madeleine Lawler, CEO, Regional Development Australia Mid North Coast  

A well-designed labour hire licencing scheme raises the standard of entry for providers operating in this market, while 
giving compliant businesses the certainty and level playing field they need to keep investing in the region 
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RDAMNC supports the Committee's recommendation for a labour hire licensing scheme and commends the Committee 

and the NSW Anti-slavery Commissioner for their work and insight in upholding the rights of our region's workers and 

industry. RDAMNC will continue working with community, industry and government to support workers across the Mid 

North Coast. 
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