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Media release

CUC for Norfolk Island — RDA & CUC Board need your support

3 July 2024

Regional Development Mid North Coast and Norfolk Island (RDAMNC & NI) in collaboration with the Norfolk
Island Country Universities Board needs the support of the Norfolk Island community with their upcoming
application for a Country University Centre on Norfolk Island. The Norfolk Island CUC Board members are
David Buffett, Robin Adams, Mary Christian-Bailey, Margaret Christian, Gaye Evans, Sharon Nicol, and Susan
Prior.

In November 2023, RDAMNC & NI, in collaboration with the NI CUC Board and Country Universities Centres,
applied to the Regional University Study Hub grant funding. Unfortunately, the first attempt was not
successful, and feedback received indicated that we need to demonstrate greater support from the Norfolk
Island community.

It is expected that another round of funding will be opening in the coming months and so that the best
possible application can be made, we need your support! We have prepared a survey for members of the
community and businesses to complete, and we are also seeking letters (or emails) of support.

What is the Country University Centre?

e Itis a dedicated learning and study space for students pursuing tertiary education — it is NOT a
university.

e CUCs are owned, governed, and operated by their local communities through an independent Board
of Directors

e The CUC model has been designed to support regional communities to provide equitable access to
tertiary education.

e Allows for place-based learning solutions.

e Operate in regional communities where universities cannot or will not go.

e There are 22 CUCs around Australia.

More information about Country University Centre can be found at https://www.cuc.edu.au/.
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What are the benefits of a CUC for Norfolk Island?

The following are just some of the benefits to Norfolk Island if a CUC application is successful:

e Supported learning environment for students who do not wish to live in Australia (or elsewhere) to
complete post-secondary education.

e Greater opportunities for residents who wish to complete further education or ‘up-skilling’, but
current family, employment, or financial barriers preclude it.

e Builds capability and capacity of Norfolk Island to meet the skills needs locally without requirement to
source from offshore.

e Businesses will have greater local support for apprentices and trainees undertaking the theory
component of their training.

e Operation of a CUC on Norfolk Island will provide employment opportunities for residents of Norfolk
Island with two staff members required.

e The CUC model is founded on place-based solutions and can be adapted to suit the learning and
education needs of Norfolk Island.

How can you help?
There two ways in which you, or your business or organisation can help:

e Complete the survey on the following page, or directly to SurveyMonkey at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/333RRHM.

Completed copies of the survey on the following page can be emailed to Dianne Wall at
operations@rdamnc.org.au (photo of completed form is fine) or dropped off at Norfolk Island Realty
or the Knowledge and Learning Centre (KLC) for submission to RDAMNC&NI. Note: The KLC is open
from 1.00pm to 4.00pm Monday to Friday — completed surveys can be slid under the door outside
those hours.

e By writing a letter or email of support and submitting it to Dianne Wall at operations@rdamnc.org.au.
In writing the letter of support, you may wish to use some of the points above as a reference point as
well as any additional benefits to you personally or professionally.

We need to be able to demonstrate as much local support as possible. If you are unsure about the CUC and
would like more information, please reach out to Dianne Wall (operations@rdamnc.org.au) or to one of your
local CUC Board Members.

ENDS
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SURVEY: Norfolk Island Country University Centre

1. Are you: A current school student, mature aged student, potential student, business owner or
community member? Please select below.

D Current school student

D Mature aged student

D Potential student

D Business owner

D Community member

2. Are you currently undertaking any tertiary education?

D Yes
D No

3. Are you currently a school student and would like to study either at university or undertake vocational
education without having to leave Norfolk Island?

D Yes
D No

D Not Applicable

4. If you were undertaking further study, would you be interested in full-time or part-time study?

D Full-time
D Part-time

D Both

D Not Applicable
5. How important is having access to tertiary education / VET qualifications support to you and your

family?

D Very important

D Important

D Somewhat Important
D Not Important

D Not applicable

6. Have you forgone opportunities to undertake further education due to lack of facilities and support?

D Yes
D No
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7. Would access to a CUC be crucial to your decision to undertake studies for financial, family, or other
reasons?

D Yes
D No

8. If there was a Country Universities Centre on Norfolk Island that supported tertiary and vocational
education, how likely would you be to use it?

D Very likely
D Likely
D Undecided

D Unlikely

D Very unlikely

9. Are you a local business that would like the opportunity to upskill local employees without having to
send them to Australia?

D Yes
D No

D Not Applicable

10. Are you a local business that would be more inclined to hire trainees and apprentices if there is
supported learning on Norfolk Island?

D Yes
D No

D Not Applicable

11. Would you support a CUC that will increase the ability of Norfolk Island to expand its capability and
capacity to undertake job opportunities that are currently outsourced to people from Australia?

D Yes
D No

12. Please provide additional comments to support why (or why not) you would like to have a Country
Universities Centre on Norfolk Island.

Please submit completed copies via email to Dianne Wall (operations@rdamnc.org.au) or drop in to Norfolk
Island Realty or the Knowledge and Learning Centre. Note: The KLC is open from 1.00pm to 4.00pm Monday
to Friday — completed surveys can be slid under the door outside those hours.
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